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JEROME SAMUEL

Pierre Labrousse (1939-2024), un homme de qualités

Pierre Labrousse nous a quittés vendredi
15 mars 2024 en fin de journée, dans sa 84° année.
On retiendra de sa carriére qu’il aura été ’homme
de deux projets.

Le premier est la revue Archipel, créée en 1971
avec Denys Lombard et Christian Pelras. Cette
revue a vocation aréale et pluridisciplinaire est
devenue au fil de ses 53 années d’existence, une
publication de référence sur le monde insulindien,
en France comme dans tout le monde de larecherche
de pays ou ces études sont particulierement
développées (Indonésie, Pays-Bas, Etats-Unis,
Australie, Grande Bretagne). Pierre Labrousse a
consacré a cette revue et a I’association Archipel

qui la publie, bien plus que son temps et son énergie. Il a contribué a la porter, y
compris financiérement, et I’accompagnait encore il y a peu.

Le second projet est lexicographique et porte sur I’indonésien contemporain.
Engagé des la seconde moitié des années 1960 avec son épouse Farida
Soemargono', alors que Pierre Labrousse était affecté a 1’Universitas Padjadjaran
et al’Alliance Frangaise de Bandung, ce projet a donné naissance a une thése? puis

1. Kamus dasar Perantjis-Indonesia (avec Farida Soemargono), Bandung : Ananta, 1969.
2. « Problémes lexicographiques de I’indonésien », 2 vol., Paris : Langues et Civilisations
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4 Jérome Samuel

au Dictionnaire général indonésien-francais®, dont il avait assuré lui-méme la
composition. Pierre Labrousse poursuivra ensuite ses recherches lexicographiques
en vue d’une seconde édition de ce dictionnaire, et travaillait encore peu avant sa
disparition, a un projet de publication en ligne du considérable matériau accumulé.

Les activités d’enseignement de Pierre Labrousse a I'INALCO (1975-
2002), n’ont été que partiellement fondées sur ces travaux, mais elles y
sont étroitement liées. Passant de la lexicographie a la didactique d’une
langue « rare », il a été conduit a rédiger une méthode de langue qui fonde
véritablement I’enseignement de 1’indonésien en France®. Ainsi, il aura, par
ses manuels et son activité de pédagogue, formé des dizaines d’étudiants a la
maitrise de 1’indonésien et, plus largement, aux études indonésiennes.

Pierre Labrousse avait deux autres centres d’intérét scientifique qui ne
I’ont jamais quitté, tout d’abord les textes de voyageurs francais en Insulinde
et, plus largement, les publications en frangais, toutes formes confondues, sur
le monde insulindien, dont il avait établi une immense bibliographie. Ensuite,
la peinture moderne et contemporaine indonésienne, dont il avait découvert
les peintres pendant son séjour a Bandung, avec lesquels il avait su nouer des
liens personnels, étroits et pérennes.

Enfin, Pierre Labrousse était un homme d’une grande modestie, d’une
remarquable constance dans les engagements, un homme de qualité et
de qualités. Ses collégues et ses anciens étudiants savent tout ce qu’ils lui
doivent : plus qu’on ne saurait le dire en ces quelques lignes.

Bibliographie partielle : articles de recherche de Pierre Labrousse parus dans
la revue Archipel

—1971,n° 2, p. 116-119 « Entretien avec Ajip ».
—1971,n° 2, p. 153-166, « Retour a Djatiwangi ».

— 1972, n°® 4, p. 21-26, « L’¢laboration d’aprés corpus d’un dictionnaire de 1’indonésien
contemporain ».

— 1973, n° 5, p. 139-163, « “Drames sociaux” et “ordre” contemporain », numéro spécial Le
cinéma indonésien.

— 1974, n° 8, p. 83-88, « Pages d’exotisme (VII) : La Java des polars ».

—1976, n° 11, p. 107-112, « Pages d’Exotisme (VIII) : Perles dans la riziére ».

— 1976, n° 12, p. 9-45, « Histoire des dictionnaires du malais et de I’indonésien ».
— 1977, n° 13, p. 21-22, « Les données du lexique ».

— 1978, n° 15, p. 145-161, « Guide “Archipel” III : Palembang et Bangka » (avec Claudine
Lombard-Salmon et Denys Lombard).

Orientales, 1975.

3. Dictionnaire général indonésien-frangais (en collaboration avec Farida
Soemargono, Winarsih Arifin et Henri Chambert-Loir), Paris : Archipel, 1984.

4. Méthode d’indonésien, Paris : L’ Asiathéque, 1997 (1¢ éd. : 2 vol., Paris : Archipel,
1978, Cahiers d’ Archipel n° 3 et 4).
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— 1982, n° 23, p. 177-200, « Le Tombeau de “Sitti Nurbaya”. Essai de lecture sociale ».
—1983,n° 25, p. 187-214, « La deuxiéme vie de Bung Karno. Analyse du mythe (1978-1981) ».
—1983,n° 25, p. 30-34, « Page d’exotisme (X) : “Entre les anthropophages et les bolchevistes™ ».

—1985,n° 30, p. 219-228, « De I’Islam comme morale du développement. L’action des bureaux
de propagation de la foi (Lembaga Dakwah) vue de Surabaya » (avec Farida Soemargono),
numéro spécial L’Islam en Indonésie I1.

— 1988, n° 36, p. 27-42, « La ville introuvable, ou les mysteéres de Jakarta », numéro spécial
Villes d’Insulinde (1).

—1990, n° 39, p. 35-46, « Ternate et Tidore. Notes de voyage ».

— 1991, n° 42, p. 121-131, « Les bouleversements de 1965-1966 dans la documentation de la
Fondation Idayu ».

— 1993, n° 46, p. 25-40, « Chronique d’¢lections annoncées », numéro spécial L Indonésie et
son nouvel ordre.

— 1997, n°® 54, p. 123-152, « Raden Saleh, un artiste-prince a Paris » (avec Claude Guillot),
numéro spécial Destins croisés entre [’Insulinde et la France.

—1997,n° 54, p. 207-224, « Retour en Malaisie de Henri Fauconnier », numéro spécial Destins
croisés entre ['Insulinde et la France.

—1997,n° 54, p. 225-242, « Un danseur javanais en France : Raden Mas Jodjana (1893-1972) »
(avec Marcel Bonneff), numéro spécial Destins croisés entre I'Insulinde et la France.

— 1998, n° 56, p. 157-162, « Le voyageur, le roi et les marchands », numéro spécial L horizon
nousantarien. Mélanges en hommage a Denys Lombard (Volume I).

— 2000, n® 59, p. 25-26, « Complément a “Raden Saleh, un artiste-prince a Paris” » (avec
Claude Guillot).

—2000, n° 59, p. 9-10, « Cornells Dirk Grijns (1924-1999) ».

—2000, n° 60, p. 235-265, « Les races de I’ Archipel ou le scientisme in partibus (France, X1X®
siécle) ».

—2001, n° 62, p. 71-90, « Images de Timor en France (1812-1824) ».

—2002, n°® 64, p. 39-58, « La traversée des années 90 par les calembours (plesetan) », numéro
spécial Indonésie, retour sur la crise.

—2004,n° 67, p. 225-227, « Jacques de Morgan, Exploration dans la presqu’ile malaise, 1884 ».

— 2005, n° 69, p. 127-150, « Raden Istigno Kartodidjojo (1921-1999). A la recherche d’un
sublime (adiluhung) javanais », numéro spécial Autour de la peinture a Java. Volume I.

—2005, n° 69, p. 3-4, « Avant-propos », numéro spécial Autour de la peinture a Java. Volume I.
—2006,n° 71, p. 3-4, « Avant-propos », numéro spécial Autour de la peinture a Java. Volume II.

—2006, n° 71, p. 5-52, « L’entrée des artistes », numéro spécial Autour de la peinture a Java.
Volume I1.

—2009, n° 77, p. 83-116, « Brau de Saint-Pol Lias a Sumatra (1876-1881). Utopies coloniales
et figures de I’explorateur ».

— 2009, n°® 78, p. 135-151, « Auguste de Molins. Un artiste a Java dans Le Tour du monde
(1864) ».

— 2012, n° 84, p. 175-196, « Dumont d’Urville et 1’Astrolabe a Ambon (1827-1828). Le
traitement des images de 1’expédition ».

—2018, n° 96, p. 9-37, « Adolphe Combanaire (1859-1939). La gloire de I’explorateur ».
—2020, n° 100, p. 9-20, « La fabrique d’Archipel (1971-1982) ».
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Cinquieme SEAMEO-SPAFA International Conference
on Southeast Asian Archaeology and Fine Arts, Bangkok,
10-12 juin 2024

La cinquieme édition de SEAMEQO-SPAFA International Conference on
Southeast Asian Archaeology and Fine Arts s’est déroulée a Bangkok (hotel
Amari) du 10 au 12 juin 2024. Cette premiére conférence SEAMEQO-SPAFA en
présentiel suite a la pandémie Covid-19 a réuni environ 350 participants venus
de trente pays. Cette édition a été différente des précédentes dans la mesure
ou elle n’était pas limitée a 1’archéologie de 1’ Asie du Sud-Est, mais ouverte
également a des communications sur diverses formes artistiques, ainsi que sur
le patrimoine culturel.

Outre les country reports ouvrant traditionnellement les éditions de ces
conférences SEAMEQO-SPAFA, les 250 communications au programme étaient
regroupées en 42 sessions présentées dans un maximum de sept espaces
différents sur deux étages de I’hdtel, une disposition permettant de se déplacer
facilement d’un espace a I’autre, méme en cours de session.

Pour la région qui nous concerne ici, Brunei, la Malaisie, les Philippines, ainsi
que Singapour ont présenté des country reports. D’une maniére générale, ces
rapports ont combiné de bréves informations sur les recherches archéologiques
récentes et en cours, sur les nouveaux musées récemment ouverts, ainsi que sur
les problémes liés a la protection, la conservation et la préservation des divers
types de sites, qu’ils soient archéologiques ou architecturaux.

Nous avons relevé au programme 119 communications relatives a I’Asie
du Sud-Est maritime (liste détaillée ci-dessous), livrées par des intervenants
originaires de douze pays différents. Ceux venus des Philippines et d’Indonésie
représentent, pratiquement a égalité, plus des trois-quarts des intervenants
(cf. tableau 1). En ce qui concerne les thémes abordés, les questions de gestion du
patrimoine culturel viennent en téte pour le nombre de communications, celles
relatives a I’archéologie représentant un peu plus du tiers des communications
au programme pour ce qui concerne I’Asie du Sud-Est maritime (cf. tableau 2).

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024, p. 7-16
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Cette cinquieme conférence SEAMEO-SPAFA s’est prolongée le 13 juin
par une excursion optionnelle & Nakhon Pathom et au musée national de Ban
Kao dans la province de Kanchanaburi. Un atelier intitulé Archaeology Ethics
in Southeast Asia a été organisé le 14 juin.

Tableau 1 — Communications sur I’Asie du Sud-Est maritime par nationalité des intervenants

Nationalités Nombre de communications

Philippines 48

N
N

Indonésie

Malaisie

Singapour
Thailande
Vietnam

Taiwan
USA
Canada

France
Inde

Australie

N === NNV |W|un |

TOTAL 119

Tableau 2 — Communications sur 1’Asie du Sud-Est maritime par thémes

Thémes Nombre de communications
Gestion du patrimoine culturel 28
Etudes de mobilier archéologique 22
Prospections et fouilles archéologiques 1

terrestres

Musées et collections 6
Histoire sociale 6
Histoire architecturale 5
Histoire de I’art 4
Art rupestre 4
Arts du spectacle 4
Pratiques traditionnelles 3
Archéologie subaquatique 3
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Tableau 2 — Communications sur 1’Asie du Sud-Est maritime par thémes (suite)

Thémes Nombre de communications

Histoire des religions

Pratiques funéraires
Artisanat
Epigraphie

Histoire régionale

Conservation du mobilier archéologique

Pratiques et histoire de 1’alimentation
Etude de films
Ethnoarchéologie

Histoire économique

Perspectives en archéologie

Toponymie

Conservation architecturale

—_ e e e e e = N N NN N W W

Histoire des migrations

Liste des communications au programme concernant 1’Asie du Sud-Est
maritime

* Bells, Bronze Drums and Gongs in Asia: Notes for a Comparative Study
(Arsenio Nicolas, The Philippines)

* A Decade of Raising Makyung Performances in Various Channel Genres: An
Approach in Preserving Art and Culture (Muhammad Affizy bin Shaari &
Yusmilayati Yunos, Malaysia)

* Dance as Cultural Collaboration: the 2023 ASEAN Panji Festival (Chua
Soo Pong, Singapore)

* Meaning Field of Tolerance Post-Incident Nine/Eleven Through Films in
Indonesia (Muchammad Zaenal Al Ansory, Indonesia)

* Bohol Ceramics And Barter In Central Visayas, Philippines: An
Ethnoarchaeological Study of Trade and Exchange (Rhayan Gatbonton
Melendres, The Philippines)

* Painting the Town Red: An Experimental Archaeology Approach to the
Application of Red Colors to Philippines Materials (Patricia Panganiban,
The Philippines)

* Replicating a Past Behavior: An Initial Investigation on the Modified Human
Bone Recovered from Palawan, Philippines (Salvador III Sambitan, The
Philippines)
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* New Narrative of the Bidong Shipwreck Trading Route Based on the Second
Phase Excavation (Hasrizal Shaari, Malaysia)

* Inscriptions on La Maddusila Tomb Complex and We Tenri Olle Tomb
Complex in Barru Regency (Hairum Anisa, Indonesia)

* Sketching the Post-Galleon Technological and Economic Landscape through
19th Century Shipwreck Sites in the Philippines (Christian Emmanuel A.
Catahan, The Philippines)

* Identification of 9th -10th century AD textile from Liyangan Site, Central
Java, Indonesia (Mahirta, Indonesia)

* Exploring the Legacy of Maritime Greatness in Southeast Asia: A Historical
Study of Surabaya as a Major Port City and the Management of the
Hinterland Area in 1900-1930 (Laras Setyaningsih, Indonesia)

* Port of Manado: Maritime Network and Trade (1824-1942) (Jhon Rivel
Purba, Indonesia)

* The Presence of the Hufijéman People in the International Trade of Ancient
Java during 10th—15th Centuries AD (Asri Hayati Nufus, Indonesia)

* Global Maritime Trade at Bongal Site on Sumatra’s West Coast: New Insights
into the Historiography of Southeast Asia (Muhammad Faizurrahman,
Indonesia)

* Re-Examining the Art of the 13th Century AD Maritime Southeast Asia
through Amoghapasa Lokeshvara and His Retinues (Ahmad Kholdun
Ibnu Sholah, Indonesia)

* Network of Compassion: The Transmission and Development of the Cult
and Iconography of Cakravarticintamani Avalokitesvara in Java, China
and Japan (Saran Suebsantiwongse, Thailand)

* Cham esoteric Buddhist art in the context of the socio-political relationships
between the Campa kingdom(s) and the Khmer Angkorian Empire during
the 12th—13th centuries CE (Tran Ky Phuong, Vietnam)

* Dong Son Drums as the Key to decrypt Ptolemy’s Locations of Places
existing in Eastern Coastal Zone of Thailand and Malaysia (Trongjai
Hutangkura, Thailand)

* Throw Us a Bone, Won’t You? Exploring the feasibility of plant-based
projectile impact mark identification on bone assemblages in the
Philippines (Andrea Dominique Cosalan, The Philippines)

* Ikot-Ikot Lang: A Study on Philippine Textile Weaving Archaeology through
Spindle Whorls (Almea Mely K. Abad, The Philippines)

* Mapping of Tangible Cultural Properties of Mariveles, Bataan: Basis for
the Development of Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
Materials (John Albert R. Dela Rosa, The Philippines)

* The Genesis of Acehnese Culture and Traditions Impacted by Indian Cultural
Influence (An Ethnographic Study) (Yuni Saputri, Indonesia)

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024
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* Safeguarding Cultural Heritage: A Comparative Study of Conservation
Practices in Indonesia and India (Anika Pallapothu, India)

* Attribute Analysis of Ceramics from Sitio Pungso, Barangay Ilihan, Burauen,
Leyte, Philippines (Chelsea Kaye M. Mara, The Philippines)

* Updates on the study of Champa ceramics (Alex Do Truong Giang, Vietnam)

* Mercury Jars, Xiaokouping, Small-Mouth Jars: Exploring New Directions
in Studying Ceramic Bottles in Southeast Asian Archaeology (Alasdair
Chi Xin Ren, Singapore)

* The porcelain-inlaid earthenware in San Diego shipwreck, 1600 (Ellen
Hsieh, Taiwan)

* Broken Pieces of History: Identification and Significance of Tradeware
Ceramics Excavated in the Post Office Site, Manila, Philippines (John
Marion M. Capunitan, The Philippines)

* Early Islamic Pottery on The West Coast of Sumatra: A Study of Bongal
Archeological Site, Indonesia (Tori Nuariza Sutanto, Indonesia)

* The Glamorous Peacock Chair and its Origin in Philippine Prison (May Lyn
L. Cruz, The Philippines)

* Thailand Ceramics and Peninsular Malaysia: The interaction of Old
Kingdoms through the Evidence of the Bidong Wreck (Asyaari Bin
Muhamad, Malaysia)

* Report on the 10th-13th Century Decorated Pottery from Mareku, Tidore
Island, Indonesia (Chung-Ching Shiung, Taiwan)

* The use of the Bead Type Collection on the Bead Assemblage from Locality
4, Napa Site, Catanauan, Philippines (Pauline Basilia, The Philippines)

* Descriptive and Typological Analyses of Glass Beads from Burdeos and
Catanauan Sites, Quezon Province, Philippines (Jada San Andres, The
Philippines)

* Exploring Photogrammetry as a Tool for Conservation of UCH: the Case of
Wooden Planks Recovered off Gujangan Island, Sulu, Philippines (Nero
M. Austero, The Philippines)

* Examining the Status and Strategies for Archaeological Conservation
and Management of Butuan Boats (Rachelle Anne Geline P. Ureta, The
Philippines)

* Malacca Coastal and Impact Assessment on Heritage: Project of 2020-2022
(Yasmin Amirah Binti Muhammad Edrus, Malaysia)

* Underwater Archacology and the work of the United States Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) Partnership and Innovation in the
Philippines. An overview (Alba Mazza, USA)

* Coastal Community Empowerment for Supporting Maritime Conservation
Area Model of the Historic Shipwreck Sites in Sumbawa Island Waters,
Indonesia (Ira Dillenia, Indonesia)
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* Teeth are robust proxies for understanding past climate change in Southeast
Asia (Tanya M. Smith, Australia)

* Preliminary Research On Human Skeleton Findings in Burrow Tatarayya
Bira Village Bulukumba District (Rini Oktaviani Rakhman, Indonesia)

* Baringeng Site: Landscape Heritage and Cultural Identity of the Bugis
Society in the Soppeng-Wajo-Bone Frontier, South Sulawesi (Syahruddin
Mansyur, Indonesia)

* Valuing City of Palembang’s Cultural Heritage: Social Model and its Urban
Context (Ary Sulistyo, Indonesia)

* Exploring Indigenous Rituals and Cultural Interactions in Early Modern
Southeast Asia: A Case Study of Amontay Village, Anda, Bohol (Procopio
Resabal Jr., The Philippines)

* Rethinking the function of Rock Inscriptions: From Northeast Africa to
Southeast Asia (Iman Nagy, USA)

* Linking Archaeology, Heritage Management, and Community Engagement:
Insights from Bicol Archaeological Project and Museo de Isarog
Experiences (Earl John Hernandez, The Philippines)

* Applying Community-Based Archaeology Approach in Bio-archaeology:
Insights and Prospects from the case of Bicol Archaeological Project
(Anne Margarett Moll, The Philippines)

* Cebuano Popular Music Festivals and the Socio-Cultural History of Cebu,
1980-2020 (John Virgil B. Ouano, The Philippines)

* (Gabii sa Kabilin (Heritage Night): Promoting the Cebuano Culture in the
Digital Age (Heideliza Batausa, The Philippines)

* The Forgotten and Neglected Community Heritage (Lorylie Crisostomo,
The Philippines)

* Preserving Cultural Identity in Antique Province: Community Engagement,
Cultural Education, and Heritage Preservation Practices (Edbert Jay M.
Cabrillos, The Philippines)

* Cultivating Heritage: The Buruyloganay Festival as a Strategy for Cultural
Preservation and Community Development in Sibalom (Susan F. Atienza,
The Philippines)

* MindWorks as a Social Critic (Mary Grace C. Compuesto, The Philippines)

* Jar Burial Traditions in the Karama Valley, West Sulawesi and its Regional
Contexts (Anggraeni, Indonesia)

* The Paleo-Metal Burial Sites in Indonesian Archipelago (Lutfi Yondri,
Indonesia)

* Human Interaction in Chambers Stone Decoration in the Megalithic Culture
of Pasemah South Sumatra (Rr. Triwurjani, Indonesia)

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024
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* Evidence of Paleometallic Dwelling, Burial, and Worship at Tadulako
Megalithic Site, Poso Regency, Central Sulawesi Province (Dwi Yani
Yuniawati-Umar, Indonesia)

* Paleo-Metal Site in Situbondo Coastal Area in East Java, Indonesia (Putri
Novita Taniardi, Indonesia)

* Wooden Coffin “Soronga” in Gua Tokandidi Site, Morowali, West Sulawesi,
Indonesia (Dahniar Arsyad Kaluma, Indonesia)

* Teaching Cultural Appropriation on Entrepreneurship and Business College
Students: A Sample Lesson on Contemporary World Course in NBS
College (Marlon L. Silvoza, The Philippines)

* Women in the Eyes of Culture: Elucidating the Cultural Significance of
Women in the Traditional Craftsmanship of Laguna Province, Philippines
(Jame Monren T. Mercado, The Philippines)

* Empowering Indigenous Creative Enterprises: Unveiling Northern
Mindanao’s Cultural Wealth, Challenges, and Pathways to Sustainable
Development (Helen B. Ajon, The Philippines)

* Study the Intricacies of Yogyakarta’s Batik Nitik Tradition: Techniques,
Characteristics, and Philosophical Significance (Aida Roihana Zuhro,
Indonesia)

* The History and Cultural Context of Jawa Batik Hokokai in Indonesia
(Sugeng Riyanto, Indonesia)

* Behind the Portico: The Conservation and Disaster Risk Protection of the
Nuestra Sefiora de Caysasay Church in Taal, Batangas (Marvin M. Belgica
& Marie Bernadette B. Balaguer, The Philippines)

* Lungon ng mga Ninuno: The Pre-Spanish Wooden Coffin Collection of the
National Museum of the Philippines (Ivan B. Cultura, The Philippines)

* Resilience and Restoration: A Collaborative Approach to Cultural Heritage
Recovery Post-Bohol Earthquake (Rachelle C. Lacea, The Philippines)

* Archaeological undertakings in an Indigenous Group Territory vis a vis
NMP Mandate (Ame M. Garong, The Philippines)

* New Light on Old Sherds: Petrographic Analysis of Tempered Earthenware
from the Parliament House Complex (PHC), Singapore (Alvin Sern Hao,
Singapore)

* Quar Kepah B Shell Midden: Unearthing Archaeological Insights and
Significance in Late Hoabinhian - Early Neolithic Adaptations in
Peninsular Malaysia (Shaiful Shahidan, Malaysia)

* Re-Assessing Bujang Valley: Cultural Features, Chronology and Recent
Discoveries (Nasha Rodziadi Khaw, Malaysia)

* Mapping the History of Pidie Jaya, a Significant City under the Sultanate of
Aceh (Amir Husni, Indonesia)

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024
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* Islamic Sultanate Fortress on the Malay Peninsula (Isman Pratama Nasution,
Indonesia)

* Agastya Worship in Sumatera and the Malay Peninsula (Andriyati Rahayu,
Indonesia)

* Performative Preservation of Local Knowledge and Ritual in Waray’s
Prusisyun (Dennis D. Gupa, Canada)

* Hospitality’s Cultural Philanthropy: Fostering Sustainability in Community-
Based Traditional and Contemporary Art through SAKA Museum (Alisa
Putri, Indonesia)

* Paraji Treatment (Muhamad Ari Nugraha, Indonesia)

* Ritual Communication of Tumpek Wariga as a Heritage of Austronesian
Speakers (Andry Hikari Damai, Indonesia)

* Stories in 3D: Optimizing the Cultural Narratives of the Baclayon Parish
Movable Heritage Collection for Integration to Cultural Education
Initiatives (Athena G. Vitor, The Philippines)

* Engrave the Feelings: The Role of the Museum in Promoting Inscriptions
through Hot Interpretation (Yasmin Nindya Chaerunissa, Indonesia)

* Decolonising Indonesian Ethnographic Collection Beyond Repatriation,
Case of Nias Collection in Italian Museums (Ahmad Ginanjar
Purnawibawa, Indonesia)

* New Perspective on Management of Museum Arkeologi Onrust as an Open
Air Museum: Projecting the Future of the Past (Mis’ari, Indonesia)

* Promoting Geosciences: The National Museum of the Philippines’ Approach
to Curating Engaging Geological Exhibitions (Jiles Arvin A. Vergara, The
Philippines)

* Collaboration in Community-based Museum Nyah Lasem: Exchange
of Knowledge between Museum and Visitors (Virliany Rizqia Putri,
Indonesia)

* Collecting and Institutional Custodianship: The collections of Jorge B.
Vargas and the PCGG (Presidential Commission for Good Government)
(Tessa Maria Guazon, The Philippines)

* The Archaeology and History of the Rock Art of Maros-Pangkep and Bulu
Sipong 4 (Yadi Mulyadi and Rustan Lebe, Indonesia)

* Assessing Impacts on the Rock Art of Maros-Pangkep Sulawesi (Matt
Whincop, Australia)

* Preliminary Study of Ornament on Anjatan Inscription (Yori Akbar
Setiyawan, Indonesia)

* Perlis Clay Sealing Inscription and a Shared Dharant Culture Across Asia
(Eng Jin Ooi, Thailand)
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* Political Identity on Old Script Forms of Old Malay Language 7th—14th
Century A.D. (Sinta Ridwan, Indonesia)

* Saysay ng Caysasay: Deciphering Symbolic and Material Components of
Architectural Ornamentation in Religious Structures of the Santuario
de Caysasay Complex in Taal, Batangas (John Brian E. de Asis, The
Philippines)

* Identification of Rock Art in Wonuampue Cave I, in Padalere Utama Village,
Wiwirano District, North Konawe Regency, Southeast Sulawesi Province
(Wa Ode Rawianti, Indonesia)

* Conservation Measures and Issues of Tangible Cultural Properties of Pilar,
Bataan, Philippines (Job D. Paguio, The Philippines)

* Stone Relief Conservation Test at Borobudur Temple Using Antibacterial
Agents of Temulawak and Patchouli Essential Oils (Absari Hanifah,
Indonesia)

* Powerful yet Fragile: The Challenge of Conserving Highly-Revered Roman
Catholic Sacred Images in Western Cavite, Philippines (Jose Alain J.
Austria, The Philippines)

* Kalimantan: Prehistoric Human Migration on the Lower Eastern Region
of Sundaland during the Late Pleistocene Kalimantan (Vida Pervaya
Rusianti Kusmartono, Indonesia)

* Song Pedang as an Early Representation of Prehistoric Rockshelter in
Western Part of Gunung Sewu, Java (Rizka Purnamasari, Indonesia)

* Mejan: The Center of the Life in Village in Pakpak Bharat, North Sumatra
in the Past (Mimi Savitri, Indonesia)

* Southeast Asia and Indian Ocean World Heritage through Gravestones:
Explorations from a Survey of Jalan Kubor Cemetery in 19th-Century
Singapore (Imran bin Tajudeen, Singapore)

* Hybrid Representation: The Chinese-Balinese Temples In Bali (Freddy
Hendrawan, Indonesia)

* An Assessment of Aesthetic and Architectural Values of the Heritage Houses
in Glan, Sarangani Province: A Baseline Guide for Heritage Conservation
(Sheena Marie R. Franco, The Philippines)

* Understanding the Correlation of Historical Phenomena towards the
Architectural Evolution of Spanish Colonial Houses in Vigan City
(Arianne Joy Q. Dullas, The Philippines)

* Lost and Foundry: A Comprehensive Retrospective on the Retrieval and
Documentation of the Sunico Foundry from San Nicolas in the Binondo
District, Manila City (Ar. Armando J. Arciaga III, The Philippines)

* Redefining the Sacred Rituals and Language of Heritage Dance in Obando
Bulacan: Response to Local Culture Recovery (Rico Paulo G. Tolentino,
The Philippines)
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* Preserving the Cultural Heritage through Visual Art: The Representation
of Tri Hita Karana in Balinese Royal Wedding Photos in Bali (Ramanda
Dimas Surya Dinata, Indonesia)

* Méwel: A Proposed Nature Resort and Art & Crafts Center: Tranquility
Through Woven Architecture & the Cultural Arts of T’boli Community
(Jazelle 1. David, The Philippines)

* Between Sinking and Surviving: The Protection of Pekalongan Heritage
(Citra Igliyah Darojah, Indonesia)

* Noon, Nayon, at Bukas: An Institutional History of the Nayong Pilipino
Park, 1970-2015 (Patrick James Serra, The Philippines)

* Singapore Archaeology — The Next 40 years (Tse Siang Lim, Singapore)

* Architecture and Cultural Identity among the T’boli Cultural Minority in

Barangay, Lamdalag, Lake Sebu, South Cotabato, Philippines (Joseph
Allen D. de Vera, The Philippines)

* Food that Feels like Home: Phenomenologizing Regional Food Identity
through the Lens of Identity Theory (Jinky P. Batiduan, The Philippines)

* The Journey of Food: Tracing the Changing Meaning of “Kuluban”
Culinary Heritage in Old and Contemporary Javanese Society (Nadia Ayu
Setiyaningbudi, Indonesia)

* Libad: Fluvial Festival in Calumpit, Bulacan, Philippines (Augusto S.
Cunanan, The Philippines)

* The Filipino Language as a Conduit of Cultural Identity (Marinelle S.
Domingo, The Philippines)

* Bongal: A Site on the West Coast of North Sumatra from 7th-10th Centuries
AD (Ery Soedewo, Indonesia)

* Exploring Champa through Archaeological Findings of the Ancient Citadel
Complexes (Nguyen Huu Manh, Vietnam)

* Identification of Archaeological Settlement Sites and Patterns at Lenggong
Valley Using GIS (Alagappan Ramanathan, Malaysia)

* The Sungai Jaong Archaeological Project: Settlement and Metallurgical
Activities in Early Second Millennium CE, Sarawak, Malaysia (Daniel
Perret, France)

Daniel Perret
EFEO-CASE
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Ery SoEDEWO?, ABU BakAR®, M. FapHLAN S. INTANC, STANOV
PurnawiBowo ¢, ANDRI RESTIVADIC, TAUFIQURRAHMAN SETIAWAN,
DEDDY SatrIA2, AswANDI ANAS", HARRY OCTAVIANUS SOFIAN',
MocHAmMAD Fauzr HENDRAWAN?, LorLitdA R. L. ToBING*, REPELITA
Waryu OETOMO', SHINATRIA ADHITYATAMA™

History of the west coast of North Sumatra before Barus:
Preliminary results of archaeological research at the
Bongal settlement site

Introduction

Any discussion of the ancient history of the west coast of Sumatra
necessarily addresses the question of two place names, namely Barus and
Fansur (Pansur/Pancur). Archaeological research was carried out at Lobu Tua
and Bukit Hasang, two major Barus area sites. Initiated at the end of the 1980s
by the Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional, these investigations underwent
a more intensive phase (1995-2000) at Lobu Tua, conducted by a joint-
team Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional, Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique — CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research), and Ecole
frangaise d’Extréme-Orient - EFEO (French School of Asian Studies), then

a. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Lingkungan, Maritim, dan Budaya Berkelanjutan BRIN
(Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

b. Sultanate Institute.
c. Pusat Riset Arkeometri BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

d. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Lingkungan, Maritim, dan Budaya Berkelanjutan BRIN
(Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

e. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Prasejarah dan Sejarah BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).
f. Pusat Riset Arkeometri BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

g. Ikatan Ahli Arkeologi Indonesia Komda Aceh dan Sumatera Utara.

h. Pusat Riset Biomassa dan Bioproduk BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).
i. Pusat Riset Arkeometri BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

j. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Lingkungan, Maritim, dan Budaya Berkelanjutan BRIN
(Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

k. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Lingkungan, Maritim, dan Budaya Berkelanjutan BRIN
(Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional).

1. Pusat Riset Arkeologi Prasejarah dan Sejarah BRIN (Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional)
m. Griffith Centre for Social and Cultural Research, Griffith University, QLD - Australia.
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at Bukit Hasang (2001-2005) as part of a cooperation program between Pusat
Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional and EFEO.

This decade of archaeological research in Barus shed light on the
history of a region of the Archipelago mentioned in various written sources
since the beginning of the Christian era (Pl. 1, fig. 1). However, the oldest
archaeological data provided by research conducted at Lobu Tua and Bukit
Hasang are dated to the 9th century CE (Guillot et al. 2008, p. 32). According
to a Batak chronicle, a settlement site prior to the Lobu Tua site was located
at Aek Busuk/Air Busuk (ibid., pp. 33-36). But surveys carried out in 1995
around Aek (Sungai) Busuk did not reveal significant traces of ancient habitat
there (ibid., pp. 14, 34).

According to the same Batak chronicle, the kingdom ruling over Aek
Busuk and Lobu Tua was called Pansur (ibid., p. 36). Based on the results
of surveys and analysis of this written source, Guillot (ibid., pp. 36-37)
suggested that “Barus” was situated in a different region before Lobu Tua.
Based in particular on Wolters and Ptak studies, in the same publication, he
(ibid., p. 34) returned to the mentions possibly referring to Barus before the
9th century CE in foreign sources.

In this context, the recent discovery of the site of Bongal, some 60 km
south of Barus, near Kota Pandan (administrative centre of Kabupaten
Tapanuli Tengah) in the bay of Tapanuli/Sibolga, takes on its full importance
(PL. 1, fig. 2). Bongal (Desa Jagojago, Kecamatan Badiri, Kabupaten
Tapanuli Tengah) is the name of a hill at an altitude of around 320 m (coord.:
01°35°30.9” N, 98°49°42.1” E). The Lumut River (Pinangsori) flows at the
foot of Bongal Hill before flowing into the bay of Sibolga. The sediments
deposited by the Lumut River towards its mouth form a flat area sensitive
to tides. Today dominated by nipah (Nypa fruticans) vegetation, particularly
close to the hill, this alluvial plain is occasionally cultivated (rubber and oil
palm trees) by residents of the village of Jagojago.

Ancient remains were reported as early as 2001 in the Bongal area. At
that time, a team from Balai Arkeologi Medan,' carrying out a survey and
inventory of the historical and archaeological remains of the Kabupaten of
Tapanuli Tengah and of the town of Sibolga, were informed by residents
of Jagojago of the presence of a stone statue on the slopes of Bongal Hill.
Guided by villagers, the team was able to examine the remains in situ, and
thus identify an incomplete image (missing head) of Gane$a made of andesite
(P1. 2, figs. 3a, 3b). At the same time, the Balai Arkeologi Medan team noticed
that gold miners were active on the banks of the Lumut River, which flows at
the foot of Bongal Hill (Koestoro et al. 2001, pp. 22-23).

1. Renamed Balai Arkeologi Sumatera Utara in 2017, then Co-Working Space Badan
Riset dan Inovasi Nasional/BRIN Medan since 2022.
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Eighteen years later, precisely in November 2019, a team from Balai
Arkeologi Sumatera Utara returned to the Bongal area to carry out an expertise
following a report from Dinas Pendidikan Kabupaten Tapanuli Tengah
relating to the discovery of ancient remains likely eligible for protection in
the village of Jagojago (Purnawibowo & Restiyadi, 2019). The discovery of
archaeological remains at Bongal was directly linked to the activity of local
gold washers in the same location as the observation made in 2001 at the foot
of Bongal Hill (PI. 2, fig. 4). While the search for gold was carried out using
washing pans in 2001, since 2015, the method has been much more intensive
with gold seekers using high-pressure sediment suckers.

In 2020, the Balai Arkeologi Sumatera Utara sent a team to document the
archaeological remains of Bongal in the possession of Jagojago residents, as
well as those preserved by the Dinas Pendidikan Kabupaten Tapanuli Tengah
(Soedewo & Manurung, 2020).

Ithas already been mentioned above that the initial publication relating to the
discovery of archaeological remains in Bongal dates back more than 20 years.
At that time, Koestoro stated that the presence of a Gane$a image constituted
proof of the presence of Hindu communities on the west coast of North
Sumatra in ancient times (Koestoro et al. 2001, p. 49). The second publication
relating to Bongal, which appeared exactly 20 years later, concerns remains
of boats found in gold panning pits. It includes a radiocarbon dating (mid-
7th-late 8th c. CE) obtained on a piece of wood bearing an incised inscription
(PL. 2, fig. 5) (Purnawibowo & Mochtar 2021, p. 105). The third publication
is a study on finds of Arab coins dated from the Abbasid Dynasty, precisely
coins dated between 143 AH/760-761 CE and 204 AH/819-820 CE (Soedewo
& Ahmad 2022). The fourth publication introduces observations made by
the Balai Arkeologi Sumatera Utara team in 2019, in particular regarding
finds from gold panning pits kept by residents of Jagojago (Purnawibowo &
Restiyadi 2022). The fifth publication concerns finds of Arab coins dated from
the Umayyad Dynasty, including coins bearing years 79H/698-699 CE and
88H/706-707 CE (Arrumdani et al. 2022).

The aim of this article is firstly to present the main archaeological chance
finds discovered in Bongal and its vicinity between 2001 and 2020, secondly
to introduce the main categories of finds revealed through systematic
excavations conducted in 2021 and 2022. This presentation is followed
by provisional concluding remarks based on analyses and interpretations
accumulated between 2019 and 2022, therefore opening perspectives for
future archaeological research in the Jagojago area.

Geographical Context

The Tapanuli/Sibolga Bay is a very suitable area to establish a port, as
it is located behind a string of islands that protect the bay from the waves
coming from the Indian Ocean. With a depth between 8 to 10 metres, it
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can accommodate large ships in the port of Sibolga (topographic data from
SIBATNAS 2018 and Jarvis et al. 2008). Our morphological description uses
the Desaunettes system (Desaunettes 1977; Todd 1980, p. 560), based on the
slope steepness and level differences at a given location. The research area is
thus divided into four morphological units: a) the flat morphological unit with
a slope steepness in the 0-2% range, which represents 10% of the total surface
area; b) the slightly undulating morphological unit with a slope steepness
comprised in the 2%-8% range, which represents 15% of the total surface
area; c) the strongly undulating morphological unit with a slope steepness in
the 8%-16% range, which represents 60% of the total surface area; d) the hilly
morphological unit with a slope steepness greater than 16%, which represents
15% of the total surface area. From a general point of view on the morphology,
it can therefore be observed that the Bongal site area shows a narrow flat
area, which borders an undulating and hilly area culminating at an altitude of
approximately 300 metres (Dolok Bonggal and Dolok Jambak Toba).

Considering the bay from north to south, the main rivers in the area are Aek
Sibuluan, Aek Badiri, Aek Lumut, and Batang Toru. These rivers, which flow
from east to west, have their mouth in the bay of Tapanuli and show various
stages: youth river stadium, old-mature river stadium, and old stadium. As
regards flow, they belong to the category of periodic/permanent rivers, with
a maximum volume in the rainy season and a lower volume in the dry season
(Lobeck 1939, p. 731; Thornbury 1969, p. 594).

Aek Lumut and Batang Toru, two of the rivers flowing into Tapanuli Bay,
played an important role in communications between the interior and the coast,
particularly between the camphor areas along their courses and the ports of
the bay. Eighteenth and nineteenth centuries foreign written sources confirm
older sources on the presence of camphor trees on the coast and in the interior
of North Sumatra (Perret 2014, pp. 290-291). In 2021-2022, camphor trees
(Dryobalanops sumatrensis) could still be observed on Bongal Hill above
200 metres, as well as meranti (Shorea spp.), benzoin trees (Styrax spp.), and
gaharu (Aquilaria spp.).

Among the foreign written sources prior to the 18th century, an Armenian
text dated from the turn of the 12th century CE should be mentioned here.
It mentions that in Sumatra, camphor was available in two places only:
Pant’chour and P’anes (Kévonian 2002, pp. 64-76, 86-90). P’anes/Ep’anes/ or
Ep’anis/Ep’anés could be the Pannai of the Cdla inscription from Thanjavur
(first half of 11th ¢. CE) or the Pane mentioned in the Desavarnana (also
known as Nagara-Krtagama) (mid-14th c. CE). As for Pant’chour, it could be
the place name of the west coast of North Sumatra designated in other ancient
sources as Fansur, Fansuri, Pansur, or Pancur.

Here we would like to add a new point to the debate on this last place name
by suggesting to link it with Pinangsori, the name of a watercourse located at the
foot of Bongal Hill. In Arabic, Pinangsori is rendered as ) s~aid , read as Fanshur
or Fanshuri, p and ng being rendered respectively by f and n in Arabic.

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024



The Bongal Settlement Site 21

Chance finds

The documentation of archaeological finds from the Bongal site kept by
Jagojago residents was carried out in 2019 and 2020 by Balai Arkeologi
Medan, which produced a report describing nearly 200 artifacts, without
taking into account the dozens of coins inscribed in Arabic, now preserved at
the Museum Uang Sumatera and at the Museum Al-Qur’an Sumatera Utara.
These archaeological chance finds belong to various categories (earthenware,
stoneware and porcelain, stones, pieces of wood, various metals — gold, silver,
tin, copper, copper alloys), and originate from various regions, especially the
Archipelago, the Middle East, South Asia and China.

Metal finds from the Bongal site collected by gold washers include notably
coins (PL 3, fig. 6),? a circular tripod (PL. 3, fig. 7),° and an oil lamp (P1. 3, fig. 8)*.

Finds made of wood include notably a rudder (P1. 3, fig. 9),° a comb (PLI. 3,
fig. 10),® and a writing instruments box (Pl. 3, fig. 11)” (Soedewo et al. 2021,
140-142).

A rather large number of sherds from glazed earthenware made in the
Middle East have been recovered, including fragments of pots with internal
and external turquoise green glaze decorated with a rope motif in relief around
the neck (PL. 3, fig. 12). Similar sherds were found at the Sharma site (before
the 11th c. CE) in Yemen (Rougeulle 2005, pp. 226-27 in Priestman 2013,
p. 555). Petrographic analyses of similar sherds collected at the Siraf site
indicate a production in the Basra region in southern Iraq (Mason & Keall
1991, pp. 52-53, 57 in Priestman 2013, p. 556). This origin is confirmed by
the analysis of sherds collected during surveys in the Deh Luran valley (Hill,
Speakman & Glascock 2004, p. 597 in Priestman 2013, p. 556).

The finds also include Chinese ceramics shards: pots, bowls, basins and
kendis. 1t is necessary to emphasize here the presence of ceramics from
the Tang Dynasty period, in particular Changsha shards (Pl. 3, fig. 13), a
production dating back to early 9th century CE at least (Yang 2004, p. 466).

Some of these chance finds (wood, fruit, cord, ivory) have been submitted
to radiocarbon dating in various laboratories (see Table 1).

2. Dirham from the Middle-East (w. 4 g, diam. 2.5 cm). An XRF analysis indicates the
presence of silver (89.58%) and copper (4.27%).

3. Diam. 85 mm, h. 57 mm. This type of tripod has been found in the Java Sea,
precisely in the cargo of the Cirebon wreck (late 10th ¢. CE)(Utomo 2008, p. 69), and
of the Intan wreck (10th c¢. CE) (Harkantiningsih 2013, p. 91).

4. L. 105 mm, w. 70 mm, h. 70 mm. This lamp consists of two parts: a heart-shaped
container and a suspension element representing a prancing tricorn animal.

5.L. 400 cm, w. 47 cm, th. 4 cm.
6. L. 76 mm, w. 42 mm, th. 8 mm.
7.L.30 cm, w. 7 cm, h. 6 cm.
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BRIN Lab. Result |Cal. date CE

Material ident. Laboratory Ident. (BP) (2 sigmas) Probability
Inscribed wood ) Betg/[’;!ar;‘;lgy e Beta 1260 = 668-779 ~85%
pieces Florida, USA 570473 30 BP
. RDL, The
Pinang (Adreca | BGL/ S Wk 1317 +
catechu) | TP2P/Nt | Griversity of | sp60p | 17gp | 63871 95.4%
Pen box BGL/ . Wk | 1322+
(wood) | PA/P/WT idem 52700 | 17Bp | 0967695 95.4%
Weaving tool BGL/ . Wk 1306 +
(wood) | PA/P/KT idemn 52701 | 1gpp | 000710 95.4%
Small cord
(palm ﬁlgres | prars idem oy | 12he | 700740 | 95.4%
iju
Wood with BGL/ . Wk 1310 +
drilled hole | PA/P/KB idem 52703 | 17Bp | 0017714 | 954%
Comb (wood) | pSikh | idem ol | L sage4 | 954%
BGL/ ) Wk | 173415
Elephant tusk PA/P/Gd idem 57497 BP 314-382 95.4%
BGL/ ) Wk 1325 £14
Rudder (wood) PA/P/KK idem 57498 BP 656687 95.4%

Table 1 — Radiocarbon dates of Bongal site chance finds

Surveys and Archaeological Excavations

The archaeological potential of the Bongal site has been assessed through
observation of the ground surface around the gold panning pits on the one
hand, and by carrying out an underwater survey on the other. Examination
of the backfill from four pits yielded various fragments of objects (ceramics,
earthenware, glass), while underwater survey provided disappointing results
so far without managing to spot traces of ancient occupation.

It is therefore around the gold panning pits that the site shows the most
obvious potential for excavations. It is a marshy tidal area, today partly
cultivated with rubber and oil palm trees. Evidence of ancient occupation
were also detected on the slopes of Bongal Hill, especially concentrations of
stones, which may represent remains of old built structures.

Following this phase of survey, 30 trenches were opened during campaigns
undertaken in 2021 and 2022 (P1. 4, figs. 14, 15). Their dimensions vary: 2 m
x2m,2mx6m,4mx4m,and 6 m x 4 m. Large variations also occur as
regards their depth (0.75 m to 3.25 m) and their topographical context (slopes
of the hill® and lowland zone?) (see Table 2).

8. TP-3, TP-9, TP-10, TP-11, TP-12, TP-13, TP-14, TP-15, TP-16, TP-17, TP-18, TP-
19, TP-20, TP-21, TP-22, TP-23, TP-24, TP-25, TP-26, TP-27, TP-28.
9. TP-1, TP-2, TP-4, TP-5, TP-6, TP-7, TP-8, TP-29, TP-30.
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Excavated volume

Area Number of trenches | Surface area (m?) (m*)
Lowland 9 144 324

Hill 21 252 182.3

Total 30 396 506.3

Table 2 — Excavation area and volumes excavated at Bongal (2021-2022 seasons)

The stratigraphy of trench TP-2 constitutes a good example of the lowland
stratigraphy at Bongal site (Pl. 5, fig. 16). The deposits accumulated through
a sedimentation process generated by the Batang Lumut and Pinangsori rivers
upstream to the mouth of the Lumut River. This process, which lasted several
centuries, covered the ancient traces of human occupation which are mainly
found in layer no. 4 of this trench. This layer (10 YR 4/1 - dark gray), rich in
organic materials, some of which have been submitted to radiocarbon dating,
is therefore located in a humid alluvial zone sensitive to both the effects of
fluvial sedimentation and tides.

The stratigraphy of the trenches located on the hilly part of Bongal differs
from that of the alluvial zone. Trench TP-27, excavated on a hill known to
locals as Bomban Hill, is a good example for this area (Pl. 5, fig. 17). Here,
the anthropic levels appear from layer no. 2 (th. 30-60 cm), containing shards
of glass, earthenware and ceramics dated 18th-20th centuries. The older
archaeological remains appear in layer no. 3, which reveals a combination of
andesitic and basaltic boulders together with greenish-yellow silt intrusions.
The finds in this layer include Chinese ceramics dated to the 10th century CE
(Yue, Five Dynasties), a dating corroborated by radiocarbon dates obtained
on the slopes of Bongal Hill, precisely on charcoal found in a terracotta pot
together with glass, stone, and earthenware beads (TP-11 trench, depth: 125
cm, dating: 918-962 CE) (see Table 3).

Cal. date
Material Izgrl:lt)h Ell:rlllt\I Laboratory 1152:3 R(;;ll,l)lt CE Probability
: : (2 sigmas)
RDL, The
. BGL/ o WK- | 1241+
Resin 300-325 TP2/13/Rs University of 52693 17 687-754 95.4 %
Waikato, NZ
BGL/
Wood  [300-325| TPYI3/ | idem | gyess | 19 | 665720 | 95.4%
Wwd
Nibung
BGL/ . WK- | 1212+
(Qngospgrma 250-275 TP2/11/Nb idem 52695 18 768-882 95.4 %
tigillarium)
. BGL/ . WK- | 1205+
Resin 250-275 TP2/11/Rn idem 52696 18 770-884 95.4 %

(Table 3, continued on next page)
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Cal. date
. Depth BRIN Lab. | Result -
Material (sgl) [ — Laboratory I dzlnt. (elel,l) CE Probability
(2 sigmas)
Candlenut
; BGL/ . WK- | 1122+
shell (4leurites | 175-200 TP5/8/CN idem 52698 17 889-974 95.4 %
moluccanus)
Small cord fragt BGL/ . WK- | 1137 +
(Arenga pinnatay | 12290 | Tps/g/Es | Mem | spg99 | 19 | 808979 1 95.4%
BGL/ . WK- 1199
Wooden dowel |225-250 TP8/10/Pk idem 57499 | <14 798-883 95.4 %
BGL/ . Wk- | 1155+
Charcoal 100-125 | 1p; 1/5/Ar idem 57500 13 918-962 95.4 %
Small cord (palm
A BGL/ . Wk- 1162
fibres — yuk) 150-175 TP30/7/Fb idem 57502 | <14 826-897 95.4 %
(Arenga pinnata)

Table 3 — Radiocarbon dates of Bongal site excavation finds (2021-2022)

Main Results

The quantity and diversity of archaeological material uncovered during the
2021-2022 excavations seasons reflect the participation of residents in ancient
trade networks covering Eastern Asia, South Asia and the Middle East (see

Table 4).
Fine-
oot e | hsmered | | lasovare | Glass | tone | Semi
sherds sherds/glazed porcelain shards | beads | beads pstones
sherds shards
Nb. 3.027 287 53 580 122 | 152 49
W. (kg) 24.47 4.68 6.40 3.93 0.03 | 0.09 0.01

Table 4 — Main categories of archaeological material from excavations at Bongal (2021-2022 seasons)

a) Glassware

A selection of finds among the 580 glassware shards found in the Bongal
excavations are described below:

1.— Fragment of oval bottle with an elongated neck (pl. 6, fig. 18). Found in
the TP-8 trench, spit 11, depth 275 cm. Transparent dark blue. The remaining
part includes mouth, neck and part of the body. Rim diam., 10 mm; h. 40 mm;
th. 2 mm. No trace of decoration.

Ref.

— Cirebon Wreck, Java Sea (Needell 2018, pl. 4 p. 106, cat. 40-43;

Utomo (ed.) 2008, p. 58). Shipwreck dated 10th c. CE based on the
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presence of Tang stoneware and porcelain (Utomo (ed.) 2008, p. 82;
Needell 2018, p. 99).

2. — Vial with square section and flattened bottom (PI. 6, fig. 19). Found
in TP-30 trench, spit 5, depth 125 cm. Transparent purple. Piece practically
complete after reassembly. Rim diam., 10 mm; h. 48 mm; th. 3 mm. No trace
of decoration. Date: same as above.

Ref.

— Cirebon Wreck, Java Sea (Needell 2018, fig. 11 p. 78, pl. 6 p. 108,
cat. 64).

— White Mosque, Ramla site (Gorin-Rosen 2010, p. 230 pl. 10.5. no. 4
and 7).

3.— Fragment of bottle (PL. 6, fig. 20). Found in TP-5 trench, spit 8, depth 200
cm. Light green. The remaining part includes mouth, neck and a small part of
the body. Rim diam., 40 mm; h. 37 mm; th. 3 mm. No trace of decoration. Two
radiocarbon dates obtained in the same context suggest a late 9th—late 10th
century CE dating (cf. Table 3: candlenut shell, small cord frag.).
Ref.
— Barus — Lobu Tua (Guillot et al. 2008, fig. 15 pp. 232-233). Guillot dates
this piece to the 10th—early 11th century CE by comparison with finds
uncovered in Nishapur (Iran) and in the Serge Limani shipwreck (Turkey).

4. — Fragment of base of beaker or cylindrical cup (pl. 6, fig. 21). Found in
TP-2 trench, spit 8, depth 200 cm. Colorless transparent. Base diam., 61 mm;
h. 42 mm; th. 4 mm. No trace of decoration.
Ref.
— Barus — Lobu Tua (Guillot & Wibisono 2014, fig. 3 pp. 223-224;
Guillot et al. 2008, fig. 8 p. 226).
— Cirebon Wreck, Java Sea (Needell 2018, pl. 9 p. 111, cat. 90-92;
Utomo 2008, p. 55, figs 58a-58b).

b) Beads

The 2021-2022 Bongal excavations have yielded 276 beads, including
152 stone beads, 122 glass beads, and two earthenware beads.

1.— Among the glass beads, the presence of “gold-glass” beads (diam. 5-9
mm), composed of two layers of glass with gold foil between them, should
be noted (PI. 6, fig. 22). They were found in a terracotta pot in TP-11 trench
(spit 5; depth 125 cm) together with stone beads, fragments of gold leaf, some
semi-precious stones and charcoal (dated 918-962 CE, see Table 3).

Ref.

— Pangkung Paruk, Bali. First c.—4th c¢. CE (Calo et al. 2020, p. 115).
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— Air Sugihan, South Sumatra (Tim Penelitian 2011, p. 35; Tim
Penelitian 2013, ph. 27 p. 45).

— Ao Yai (south Myanmar), dated first c.—4th c. CE (Lankton & Gratuze
2019, fig. 3 p. 74).

— Berenike (Egypt). Dated first c.—6th c. CE (Then-Obluska 2015,
p- 753).

— Sai (Soudan). Dated first century CE (Then-Obluska 2016, pp. 710—
711, 715).

— Komani (Albania). The glass compositional analysis suggests a
production in Mesopotamia (9th-10th ¢. CE) (Neri et al. 2018, p. 7).

2. — TP-11 trench (spit 5; depth 125 cm) also yielded “silver-glass™ beads
(diam. 3-9 mm), following the same technique as the “gold-glass” beads
described above (Pl. 6, fig. 23). The suggested date (10th c. CE) for these
beads is that of the charcoal found in the same context and mentioned above.
Ref.
— Komani (Albania). The glass compositional analysis suggests a
production in Mesopotamia (9th-10th c. CE) (Neri et al. 2018, p. 7).
— Quseir Al-Qadim (Egypt). Dated first c.—3rd c. CE or 13th-14th ¢. CE
(Then-Obluska & Dussubieux 2016, fig. 15 p. 98).

3. — The same terracotta pot mentioned above, found in TP-11 trench (spit 5;
depth 125 cm), contained two polygonal Tuscan green earthenware beads
(9 mm x 4 mm) (Pl. 6, fig. 24). The suggested date (10th ¢. CE) for these
beads is that of the charcoal found in the same context and mentioned above.

Ref.

— Pangkung Paruk, Bali (Yuliati 2012, p. 16).

— Siraf and Nishapur (Persia). This type of bead has been found in large
numbers on both sites during the Islamic period (respectively 11.6% and
20.3% of all the uncovered beads), continuing a tradition of production
in ancient Persia (Francis Jr. 1987, p. 4).

¢) Gems and faience jewel

The 2021-2022 Bongal excavations revealed 32 gems and one earthenware
jewel in the TP-5 and TP-11 trenches. Gems include turquoise, amethysts,
and rock crystals. As an example, we mention a transparent rock crystal (P1. 6,
fig. 25) (diam. 16 mm, th. 11 mm) found in TP-11, spit 6, depth 150 cm; a
turquoise (PL. 6, fig. 26) found in the same spit (diam. 6 mm, th. 3 mm), whose
color suggests an origin in the vicinity of Nishapur (Persia) (See Cook & Kirk
2018, p. 195); an amethyst (PL. 6, fig. 27) found in TP-11, spit 7, depth 175 cm
(diam. 8 mm, th. 3 mm). The broken earthenware jewel (PI. 6, fig. 28), found
in the same spit as the previous find, shows an ash gray fabric covered with a
Tuscan green glaze (diam. 8 mm, th. 4 mm).
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d) Metal and alloy finds

The 2021-2022 seasons of excavation at Bongal yielded more than 30 metal
finds, which have been submitted to XRF analysis. Two main categories could
therefore be determined: monometallic artifacts (silver, copper, tin, lead) and
artifacts made of copper alloys.

As an example, we mention:

1.— A mirror fragment (pl. 7, fig. 29), found in TP-8 trench, spit 10,
depth 200 cm (Table 5). The XRF analysis indicates a copper alloy, while the
presence of iron (21.64%) reflects to the strong corrosion of the object.

2. — A whole eyed needle (P1. 7, fig. 30), found in TP-2 trench, spit
11, depth 225 cm (Table 5). Made of copper alloy, it is obviously a sewing
instrument.

3. — Three gilded fragments of plates bearing an Arabic inscription in
black colour (Pl. 7, fig. 31: upper left, 7.7 x 7.1 x 0.2 cm, 10 g; upper right,
7.4 %x3.2%x0.2cm,2g; bottom, 9 x 3.5 x 0.2 cm, 7 g), found in TP-8 trench,
spit 11, depth 225 cm. The copper alloy of the body of the plates differs from
that of the inscriptions (Table 5).

Find Weight (g) size Cu (%) Sn (%) Zn (%)
Mirror frag. 21 52x3cm 42.18 25.22
Needle 2 length 6.7 cm 31.88 19.58

3 inscribed
frag. (body)
3 inscribed
frag. (inscr.)

See text See text 82.94 13.66

- 64.26 10.36

Table 5 — XRF analyses on five copper alloy artefacts from Bongal (2021-2022)

e) Earthenware

Pottery sherds constitute the most abundant archaeological material
uncovered in the 2021-2022 Bongal excavations, precisely 3,027 sherds for
a total weight close to 25 kg. The reassembly (at least partially) of several
vessels sheds light on the variety of earthenware used on the site. Three
partially reconstructed vessels are described below:

1.— Carinated cooking pot (PI. 7, figs. 32a, 32b), found in TP-30 trench,
spits 6 and 7 (mouth diam. 29 ¢m, h. 13 cm). Almost half of the container
managed to be reassembled (w. 530 g). Externally projecting rim and rounded
base. Rim and body decorated with concentric lines. The body of the pot
is adorned with a concentric ring whose function was probably to hold the
cooking pot on the stove.
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2. — Carinated cooking pot (Pl. 7, fig. 33), found in TP-8 trench, spit 11
(mouth diam. 22 c¢m; body diam., ca. 25 cm). The base is missing but was
probably rather shallow. Abundant traces of soot on the exterior. Decorated
with parallel vertical lines all over the shoulder.

3. — Plate (P1. 7, figs. 34a, 34b), found in TP-2 trench, spit 12 (diam. 28 cm,
h. 5 cm, th. 13 mm). Approximately 70% of the vessel managed to be
reassembled (w. 619 g). The interior of the plate is decorated with concentric
lines on the rim and in the centre. This type of plate has been identified in
Barus-Lobu Tua, also in South India, as well as in Sri Lanka (Guillot et al.
2008, p. 92).

f) Chinese Stoneware & Porcelain

The 2021-2022 excavations at the Bongal site yielded 53 stoneware and
porcelain shards for a total weight of 6.4 kg.'° The major types identified (Yue,
Xing, Changsa) are dated from the Tang Dynasty period to the Five Dynasties
period. Several examples belonging to each of these major categories are
described below:

1.— Two bowl fragments found in TP-8 trench, spit 11(Pl. 8, figs. 35a, 35b),
and in TP-25 (PL. 8, figs. 36a, 36b). Gray body, olive glaze, spur marks on
the interior of the base and on the foot ring. Yue kilns, Zhejiang Province,
10th ¢. CE. These Yue productions, especially from the Shanglinhu region,
represent a link between the productions of the Tang period and those of the
Five Dynasties period (Valenstein 1989, p. 79).

Ref.

— Barus — Lobu Tua, North Sumatra (Dupoizat 2008, pp. 104-106)

— Si Pamutung, North Sumatra (Dupoizat 2014, p. 284)

2.— Fragment of bowl with white fabric and white glaze (Pl. 8, figs. 37a,37b),
found in TP-2 trench, spit 10, depth 250 cm. Low foot ring, no decoration.
Xing kilns. Dated first half of 9th c. CE.

Ref.

— Belitung Wreck (Krahl 2004, pp. 304-305).

3. — Mouth shard of bottle/kendi/ewer with white fabric and white glaze
(PL. 8, figs. 38a, 38b), found in TP-8 trench, spit 11, depth 275 cm. Xing kilns.

4. — Two fragments of bowls found in TP-7 trench, spit 8, depth 200 cm
(PL. 8, figs. 39a, 39b). The rim fragment (left) shows a decoration of petals (at
least four) (Yang 2004, pp. 512-513). The interior of the base (right) shows a

10. Trenches TP-1, TP-2, TP-3, TP-5, TP-7, TP-8.
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decoration of leaves/foliage similar to that of vessels found in the cargo of the
Belitung wreck (Yang 2004, pp. 510-511). Changsha kilns, dated 9th c. CE,
Tang Dynasty.

g) Middle Eastern glazed earthenware

The 2021-2022 excavations at the Bongal site yielded a number of Middle
Eastern glazed earthenware sherds. Several examples are described below:

1.— Seven fragments, including three base fragments, found in TP-2 trench,
spit 12 (PL. 9, figs. 40a, 40b). Two radiocarbon datings carried out on finds
from the same context (Table 3: nibung - WK-52695, and resin - WK-52696)
yielded the same time bracket (mid-8th—late 9th c. CE). This type of vessel
is similar to a production from southern Iran, although dated a little later
(10th—12th c. CE).

Ref.

— Sirjan site, South Iran, 10th-11th ¢. CE (Priestman 2013, pp. 600-602,

700, pl. 104 SPW.YB).

2. — Three three-coloured (green, brown, yellow) wall fragments found in
TP-2 trench, spit 12 (P1. 9, figs. 41a, 41b). The suggested date (mid-8th—late
9th c. CE) is based on both radiocarbon dates mentioned above.
Ref.
— Priestman 2013, p. 695, Pl. 76 OPAQ.PS. These fragments, dated
9th—10th c. CE, are supposed to belong to bowls or jars produced in
south Iraq (ibid. 565-566).

h) Worked wood

The chance finds, as well as the material uncovered during the systematic
excavations conducted on the Bongal site, come from an area formerly located
on the bank of a bay (PL. 9, fig. 42). Today this area constitutes an alluvial
plain on both banks of the Lumut river. In this context, the former residents of
Bongal occupied dwellings in a wetland located at the foot of the hill.

Remains of these dwellings are represented by fragments of worked
nibung, whether trunks cut lengthwise or posts found in four trenches."

In TP-2 trench, this type of remains appears at a depth of 210 cm (P1. 10,
fig. 43), in a dark reddish brown sediment (5 YR 3/3). Finds also include
hardwoods with sharpened tips, fragments of hardwood posts (diam.
10—12 cm), nibung planks (width 12—16 cm), some of which still linked
to nibung posts in the northeast corner. The same context yielded sherds of

11. TP-2 (6 x 2 m), TP-4 (4 x 4 m), TP-8 (4 x 4 m), TP-30 (6 x 4 m).
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earthenware, shards of stoneware, porcelain, and glass, as well as small nut
shells, palm fibres (ijuk), and coconut shells.

Excavations in TP-4 trench revealed nibung planks arranged
horizontally and oriented east-west from a depth of some 150 cm. The same
context yielded fragments of rotten bamboo. The excavation of the following
spit revealed the presence of nibung in context with fragments of ijuk cords
and candlenut shells.

In TP-8 trench, nibung posts appear at a depth of some 220 cm,
together with fragments of nibung planks, fragments of jjuk cords, coconut
shells, small nut shells and earthenware shards.

In TP-30 trench, nibung posts appear at a depth of some 150 cm,
together with fragments of nibung planks (width, 12—15 cm) (PL. 10, fig. 44),
concentrated in the northwest part of the trench. The remaining part of the
trench is devoid of nibung posts in this spit. The same trench also yielded
earthenware sherds, stoneware and porcelain shards, glass shards, as well as
small nut shells.

i) Resins

The various activities of the former residents of Bongal were
mainly related to access to various commodities available in the immediate
environment of the site, or brought from other islands. Four trenches'? yielded
fragments of resins of various colors (yellowish, brown, gray, orange, reddish,
even golden) belonging to commodities available in the vicinity of Bongal.

Three resin samples have been submitted to GC-MS (Gas
Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry) analysis for identification. Results
show that the samples from trenches TP-2 and TP-8 are camphor
(Dryobalanops sumatranensis), while the sample from TP-10 trench is
meranti resin (Shorea spp.).

12. TP-2, TP-7, TP-8, TP-10.
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No. | Trench Spit (Depth) Identif. Qty | weight (g) Dating
770-890 EC cal
1 TP-2 11 (275 cm) - 1 1 (95.4%)
2 TP-2 12 (300 cm) Camphor 1 25 -
3 TP-7 5 (125 cm) - 1 6 -
4 TP-7 6 (150 cm) - 1 2 -
5 TP-7 6 (150 cm) - 1 72 -
6 TP-7 7 (175 cm) - 4 6 -
7 TP-7 8 (200 cm) - 6 124 -
8 TP-7 8 (200 cm) - 7 23 -
9 TP-8 11 (275 cm) Camphor 34 334 -
10 TP-10 2 (50 cm) - 14 40 -
11 TP-10 3 (75 cm) Meranti 1 <1 -
Total 71 633
Table 6 — Resin fragments uncovered in the Bongal excavations (2021-2022)
j) Nuts and seeds

Nuts and seeds figure also among the finds from the 2021-2022
Bongal excavations. These remains include spices leftover: nutmeg (Myristica
fragrans),” candlenuts (Aleurites moluccanus),'* cardamom (Amomum
compactum)® (P1. 10, figs. 45a, 45b, 45¢), and the locally named keluwak/
kepahyang/pucung (Pangium edule)'® (P1. 10, figs. 46a, 46b). Candlenut
remains have been reported from several terrestrial archaeological sites (cf.
Loyang Mendale in Central Aceh (Wiradnyana & Setiawan 2011, p. 62)), as
well as in the cargo of the Intan Wreck in the Java Sea (Harkantiningsih 2013,
p. 94; Flecker 2002, p. 92).

Based on the various datings of chance finds made by locals, we suggest
that the occupation of the Bongal site could have started in the 4th century
CE'” and continued until the 10th century CE. During these six centuries,
Bongal was a port visited by sailors and traders from the Archipelago and from
more distant regions in Asia. The site was then on the shore of a small bay
which formed the mouth of the Lumut (Pinangsori) river and was connected
to Tapanuli Bay on the west coast of North Sumatra, the same coastal region
as the ancient settlement sites of Barus.

13. Found in TP-6, spit 6, depth 150 cm.
14. Found in TP-2, spit 8, depth 200 cm.
15. Found in TP-7, spit 8, depth 200 cm.
16. Found in TP-5, spit 8, depth 200 cm.
17. See Table 1, radiocarbon date for the elephant tusk providing the earliest date.

Archipel n° 107, Paris, 2024



32 Ery Soedewo et al.

These sailors and traders visited the bay of Tapanuli, and Bongal especially,
in order to obtain commodities available there. Gold must be mentioned first,
since the island was known as Suvarnadvipa in ancient Indian sources. In
Bongal, it was alluvial gold obtained by panning in the small rivers flowing
at the foot of Bongal Hill before to reach the Lumut river. Aromatic resins
were another type of commodity important at the time and available locally,
particularly camphor. At the time of the ancient occupation of Bongal, camphor
trees (Dryobalanops Sumatranensis) did not only grow in the hinterland
upstream of Barus, but were also found near the coast. As proof, until today,
such trees can be observed on the slopes of the hills in the Bongal area.

The port of Bongal also interested sailors and traders for another reason.
Indeed the excavations revealed not only the presence of Sumatran spices
(candlenut, cardamom, keluwak/kepahyang/pucung), but also spices
from other islands in the Archipelago (especially nutmeg from the Banda
Archipelago in the Mollucas). Therefore the presence of nutmeg at this site on
the west coast of Sumatra represents the oldest evidence in the Archipelago of
its interoceanic trade.

The means of transport used in Bongal are represented by boat timbers
found by gold washers (P1. 10, fig. 47), boats showing protruding lugs carved
out of the inner side of the planks (tambuku) for the frames to be lashed to
the planks, following the ancient Southeast Asian tradition (Purnawibowo &
Mochtar 2021, p. 109).

Sailors and traders brought various types of manufactured products from
outside the Archipelago (Middle East, South Asia, China) to Bongal between
the 6th and 10th centuries CE. Remains of these products provide indications
regarding the integration of Bongal into Asian merchant networks.

Assuming that the occupation of Bongal started in the 4th century CE, its
activity would therefore precede by five centuries the activity of Barus — Lobu
Tua, the beginnings of which are attested in the 9th century CE. It is therefore
possible to suggest that the discovery of the Bongal site answers Guillot’s
quest concerning the location of Pansur in the Batak chronicle, which presents
Pansur as the settlement site prior to Lobu Tua (Guillot et al. 2008, p. 36). This
Pansur or Fansur could therefore be found in the bay of Tapanuli, precisely in
the current alluvial plain at the foot of the Bongal hills.

Tentative conclusion and perspectives

Surveys and excavations carried out at the Bongal site in 2021-2022 revealed
the existence of an ancient settlement site in the bay of Sibolga/Tapanuli to be
added to the Barus settlement sites as regards the west coast of North Sumatra.
The archaeological data collected at Bongal so far suggest the existence of a
settlement site taking part in global trade between the 4th and 10th ¢. CE. The
end of the occupation of Bongal would coincide with the beginnings of the
occupation of Barus on the site of Lobu Tua, which flourished later.
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On a general level, the Bongal site benefited from a privileged geographical
position, being located in a bay suitable for the establishment of a natural port.
The settlement occupied a wetland sensitive to the tides occuring in the bay.
Dwellings were therefore built on nibung stilts. Apart from the settlement and
the port areas at the foot of the hills, remains of stone structures on the slopes
suggest the existence of an ancient place of worship. This general description
of the Bongal site recalls that of the Berenike site (Egypt) in a bay on the
western shore of the Red Sea.

So far, the absence of archaeological remains dated later than the 10th c. CE
raises the question of the cause of the abandonment of the site. At this stage, it is
possible to put forward two hypotheses: siltation due to heavy sedimentation or
anatural disaster such as a tsunami. But attempting to find a definitive answer to
this question will require more intensive research over a larger area. The Bongal
sector, which was the subject of research until 2022 represents only a small part
of a site whose estimated surface area exceeds 200 hectares, covering part of the
Bongal hills as well as the alluvial plain which extends toward the Lumut river.
Furthermore, according to people living in the village of Jagojago, the opposite
bank of the Lumut River also yields sherds of pottery and ceramics.

Based on the amount of archaeological finds collected so far, the alluvial
plain would have been occupied more intensively than the hill slopes,
functioning as both a settlement and a port. This port activity is reflected
through the discovery of boat timbers in the gold panning pits exploited by
locals. In situ data on this aspect were still lacking by the end of the last
campaign (November 2022), with gold washers explaining that they rebury
the boat timbers they find. These indications lead us to believe that the vicinity
of gold washing areas shelters remains of ancient port activities. Hopefully,
future research will provide the opportunity to open trenches near these areas.
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